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W H I T E  W I N E S

J. Christopher Chardonnay, Cuvée Lunatique,  
Willamette Valley 2018

[92] James Suckling 
An inviting nose of ripe pear and white peach, as well as hints of 
honeysuckle and subtle baking spices. The palate has a succulent feel 
with abundant ripe apple and pear flavors on offer. Drink now. June 2021 

[91] Wine Enthusiast 
Made in a straightforward, unoaked style, this delivers fresh fruit 
and a hint of butter, though the front label reads “no malo.” It’s a 
fine, all-purpose white wine that should work well with a variety of 
seafood and poultry dishes. April 2020 

[91] ChristyCanterbury.com 
Clean and laser-like in freshness, this wine has a salty lemon taste from  
start to finish. Neither effusive nor fruit-driven, this reticent wine is  
intellectual. It demands attention as it opens, and it benefits from 
being served at cellar temperature rather than fully chilled. Medium- 
bodied with no obvious tannins, this has a dry zip that is engaging 
and lifting. While it drinks well on its own, it thrives with food, 
especially shellfish. Drink: 2020-24. June 12, 2020 

[89] Wine Spectator
Plush and creamy, with lively acidity, offering floral lemon and tropical  
fruit flavors, laced with spice notes. Drink now through 2021. May 2020 

J. Christopher Chardonnay, Olenik Vineyard,  
Chehalem Mountains 2018

[93] ChristyCanterbury.com 
Made from Wente clone material grown in rocky, volcanic soil on a 
south-facing slope in the Chehalem Mountains — whoa — this is  
noble Chardonnay. There is so much of everything that is distinguishing  
in a wine here, from the delicate, almost light-hearted citrus character  
to the savory, salty and vaguely drying finish with absolutely no 
bitterness. There’s zero reason to wait, but if you do, this bottling 
should still be rewarding thanks to its complex layers of oyster shell, 
Comice pear, cultured butter and toasted hazelnuts. June 12, 2020 

[92] Vinous
Vivid straw-yellow. Pear nectar, melon, pineapple and smoky mineral 
aromas are complicated by lemon curd and buttered toast nuances. 
Juicy, seamless and lively on the palate, offering subtly oak-spiced 
orchard and citrus fruit flavors that show no rough edges. The spice 
and floral qualities repeat on a persistent, seamless finish that leaves a 
sappy pear note behind. September 2020 

[91] Wine Enthusiast 
Fresh and juicy in the mouth, the flavors conjure up Juicy Fruit gum 
and a hint of mint. Apples, peaches, pears and butter commingle, and 
there’s an appealing lushness to the palate. Drink now through the 
early 2020s. April 2020 

[9.0 – 9.5] Vinography, a wine blog
Palest gold in the glass, this wine smells of citrus pith and white flowers.  
In the mouth, the wine is quite floral, with a gorgeous quartz-like 
crystalline quality and juicy lemon and lemon pith flavors, and a 
touch of green apple. Very elegant and poised with just a hint of 
salinity in the finish. November 28, 2020
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J. Christopher Sauvignon Blanc,  
Willamette Valley 2018

[90] James Suckling 
Very intense, leafy and herbal notes with lime, peach and green mango.  
The palate has an easygoing, open-knit, tropical fruit feel with a soft 
finish. Drink now. June 2021 

[90] Wine Enthusiast 
The winery makes a pair of Sauv Blancs, this one done in an herbal, 
Loire Valley style, crisply defined with a green edge and gooseberry 
fruit. There’s good concentration and penetration, with lemon rind 
flavors extending into the finish. April 2020 

[90] Wine Spectator
Vibrant and expressive, with floral apricot and peach flavors that 
finish with a snappy note. Drink now. May 2020 

Nittany Epicurean by Michael Chelus
The wine showed a pale straw color. Grapefruit, lemon, ripe peach 
and apple each arrived on the nose. Grapefruit, lemon candy, peach, 
apple and hints of honeydew melon followed on a palate that started 
with bold citrus that gave way to delicate melon. The wine exhibited 
electric acidity and good minerality. It was light-bodied and demon-
strated good length. This wine would do as well as an aperitif as it 
would along side seared scallops in a beurre blanc. December 14, 2020 

 

J. Christopher Über-Sauvignon Croft Vineyard,  
Sauvignon Blanc, Willamette Valley 2018

[93] James Suckling 
A complex sauvignon that is partially fermented in acacia-wood barrel,  
this has a very intense peach, lime and nectarine nose with white 
flowers and a gentle, pastry-like edge. The palate is seamless and 
acidity holds a fresh citrus-tinged palate with green mango to close. 
Bright, fresh and gently complex. Drink or hold. August 2021

[92] Vinous
Translucent yellow. Bright and focused on the nose, displaying incisive  
lemon zest, green apple, honeysuckle and dusty mineral scents, along 
with hints of succulent herbs and ginger. Dry, seamless and lively on the  
palate, offering intense citrus and orchard fruit flavors that show 
excellent concentration but carry no excess weight. Closes on a 
vaguely smoky note, displaying repeating spiciness and impressive, 
floral-driven persistence. September 2020 

[92] ChristyCanterbury.com 
Delicate on the nose, this wine gets off to a minerally start. Lithe and  
sappy, the perky mid-palate teems with a tantalizing sweet-tart acidity.  
Graceful and citrusy, the predominant flavors of yellow grapefruit 
and lemon curd are sprinkled with light dill and parsley notes. This is 
vinous right through the lingering finish. Drink 2020-24. June 12, 2020 

[91] Wine Enthusiast 
This blends wines fermented in a large acacia barrel and a concrete egg.  
It’s spicy and creamy at the same time, with rather unusual flavors  
of butter, egg and peavine, along with fresh cut apples. Somehow it 
all works in a seamless fashion, with good length and a lingering snap 
to the finish. April 2020 
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R E D  W I N E S

J. Christopher Pinot Noir,  
Basalte, Chehalem Mountains 2018

[93] James Suckling 
Aromas of red berries, violets and nutmeg. Medium-bodied with 
bright, driving acidity. Strawberry and red cherry. The fresh fruit is 
carried by slightly tight tannins. Very energetic. Unfiltered. Drink or 
hold. June 2022 

[91] Vinous
Bright ruby. Aromas of ripe red and dark berries, vanilla, woodsmoke 
and licorice carry a spicy overtone. Juicy and nicely concentrated, 
offering subtly sweet black raspberry and cherry cola flavors and a 
touch of botanical herbs. Closes long and spicy, with gentle tannins 
lending final grip. February 2022

[90] Burghound 
An airy, fresh and elegant, even perfumed, nose reflects notes of 
various red berries, briar and a touch of spice. The delicious and 
energetic middle weight flavors possess a lovely texture despite not 
being especially dense, all wrapped in a dusty, chalky and mildly rustic 
finish. This could use better depth but overall, this is an incredible 
value for the stated SRP plus it should continue to improve. June 2022

J. Christopher Pinot Noir,  
Volcanique Special Selection, Dundee Hills 2018

[93] James Suckling 
This is a very structured and tight pinot with dark cherries and 
strawberries and a full and tannic mouthfeel. It’s built for aging and 
shows energy and depth. Unfiltered. June 2022 

[91] Wine Enthusiast 
Pretty cherry fruit shines brightly here, with a seam of blood orange 
adding fresh acidity. This is a clean, well-delineated wine, though what  
makes it a special selection is not explained or defined. February 2022 

[91] Vinous
Vivid ruby. Ripe red and blue fruit aromas show fine definition and 
complementary suggestions of candied flowers, smoky minerals and 
allspice. Juicy and broad on the palate, offering appealingly sweet 
mulberry and cherry flavors that firm up slowly as the wine gains air. 
Dusty tannins build slowly on the persistent finish, adding framework  
and gentle closing grip. February 2022

[91] Burghound 
A slightly more deeply pitched nose reveals its mix of red and blue 
pinot fruit along with hints of briar and old leather. There is a bit 
more volume to the denser medium weight flavors that possess both 
better richness and a really lovely suave texture before concluding in 
a youthfully austere, chalky and moderately firm finale. This robust 
and relatively powerful effort will need at least a few more years of 
cellaring before it will be ready for prime time. June 2022
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J. Christopher Pinot Noir, Estate Rock Blocks  
Selection, Chehalem Mountains 2018

[93] James Suckling 
Aromas of ripe plum, black cherry, overturned earth and wet stone. 
Medium-to full-bodied with a strong core of black and ripe red fruit. 
Velvety, fruit-soaked tannins. Suede and ground spice. Lovely depth 
with a light mineral edge. Drink or hold. June 2022 

[93] Vinous
Brilliant ruby. Assertive cherry and blueberry scents are complemented  
by suggestions of candied violet, espresso and baking spices. The blue 
fruit note carries onto the palate, where it’s joined by spicecake, cola 
and mocha flourishes. Shows excellent tenacity on the finish, which 
features repeating florality and round, well-judged tannins. February 2022

[92.5] Ken’s Wine Guide
This dark ruby colored Pinot Noir from Oregon opens with an inviting  
Maine wild blueberry and ripe black cherry bouquet with hints of wet  
stone and iris. On the palate, this wine is medium bodied with medium  
acidity. The mouthfeel is round and balanced. The flavor profile 
remains a blueberry and black cherry blend with notes of stone dust. 
We also detected hints of red licorice and spice. The finish is dry and 
its flavors and fine tannins drift away nicely. October 2021

[89] Wine Enthusiast 
As the name implies, this is drawn from the highest section of the 
vineyard. Black-cherry fruit is tied to a distinct minerality that runs 
across the entire midpalate. February 2022 

[89] Burghound 
Slightly riper aromas of mocha, plum liqueur and dark pinot fruit 
are trimmed in discreet menthol nuances. The exceptionally rich, 
even velvety and suave, flavors possess very fine density thanks to 
the abundance of dry extract that buffers the very firm, robust and 
serious finish. This rustic effort lacks a bit of grace but it’s certainly 
bold and powerful. June 2022

J. Christopher Pinot Noir, Special Selection, Lumière,  
Eola-Amity Hills 2018

[92] Wine Enthusiast 
Essentially a barrel selection, this is a chewy, tannic wine with a mix 
of plum and cherry fruit. There’s a hint of bourbon barrel and a firm  
finish that pulls everything together. As lengthy aeration shows, this 
should continue to evolve nicely over the next six to eight years. 
February 2022 

[92] Ken’s Wine Guide
This dark red colored Pinot Noir opens with black plum and red 
licorice bouquet with a hint of red cherry. On the palate, this wine is 
light bodied with mild acidity. It is balanced and it has a delicate and 
rounded mouthfeel. The flavor profile is a red plum and strawberry 
rhubarb blend with notes of chalky minerality. There were hints of 
cinnamon, loam, and red raspberry mixed in. The finish is dry and its 
flavors and fine-grained mild tannins drift away nicely. October 2021

[91] Vinous
Vivid ruby-red. Scents of ripe red and blue fruits and candied flowers, 
along with a hint of succulent herbs. Nicely concentrated boysenberry  
and bitter cherry flavors become sweeter and lovelier with air. Gently 
chewy tannins frame a long, spice-laced finish that echoes the cherry 
note. February 2022

[88] Burghound 
This is also aromatically quite pretty with its cool blend of red pinot 
fruit, spice and briar wisps. There is fine richness and volume if not 
the same vibrancy to the medium weight flavors that conclude in a 
dusty and slightly short finale. This is not without interest, but it 
seems somewhat awkward and it’s not clear if that will resolve with 
a few years of aging or not though my rating offers the benefit of the 
doubt. June 2022
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J. Christopher Pinot Noir,  
Bella Vida Vineyard, Dundee Hills 2018

[93] Wine Enthusiast 
Optimal ripeness in this vintage adds power and depth to the classic 
black-cherry flavors. As in past vintages, the fruit is framed with bright,  
citrus-infused acids leaning toward tangerine. The tannins have a 
touch of clay and finish with a burst of chamomile tea. February 2022 

[92] James Suckling 
A lovely nose of rose, red cherry and thyme. Medium-bodied with 
fine, slightly chewy tannins. Well structured, with delicate red-fruit 
and floral character. Very steady and persistent. Unfiltered. June 2022 

[92] Vinous
Brilliant ruby-red. Ripe red and dark berries, candied flowers and 
allspice on the fragrant nose, along with cola and smoky mineral 
nuances. Juicy and animated on the palate, showing very good energy 
to the raspberry, boysenberry and spicecake flavors. Deepens with 
air and finishes on a spicy note, with discreet tannins and repeating 
florality. February 2022

[92] Burghound 
Here too the restrained nose is cold and elegant with its perfumed 
array of red currant, plum and discreet violet wisps. The sleek, 
refined and highly energetic medium-bodied flavors possess a really 
lovely, even sophisticated, texture that carries over to the compact, 
complex and balanced finale. Excellent and a wine that should age 
gracefully. June 2022

J. Christopher Pinot Noir,  
Medici Vineyard, Chehalem Mountains 2018

[93] Wine Enthusiast 
This is a subtle, layered, textured wine, with a fruit base of strawberry 
and plum jam, weaves of dried tea and tobacco leaves, a hint of dark 
chocolate and a seamless, textured finish. It resolves with a splash of 
lemon tea. February 2022 

[93] James Suckling 
Aromas of berry, hibiscus and plum follow through to a medium body  
with a creamy texture and a flavorful finish. Round-textured tannins 
give a nice mouth-feel to the center-palate. Energetic finish. Unfiltered.  
Drink or hold. April 2022

[93] Vinous
Dark magenta. Spice-accented raspberry and cherry scents, along 
with hints of cola and baking spices. Smooth and expansive on the 
palate, offering sweet red fruit, spicecake and floral pastille flavors 
that deepen as the wine stretches out. Sneaky tannins lend shape to 
a very long, spice-tinged finish that shows fine clarity and repeating 
florality. February 2022

Gavot Magazine Review by Dirk Smits
The wine shows a lighter ruby red color with aromas of spice, volcanic  
earth, cherry, blueberries and pepper. The palate unfolds flavors of red  
fruit, orange zest and black tea. The wine ends with a complex finish 
with present acidity, soft tannins and a touch of mineral. May 2022
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J. Christopher Pinot Noir,  
Bieze Vineyard, Eola-Amity Hills 2018

[92] Wine Enthusiast 
Bieze is one of the rising star vineyards in this exceptional AVA and 
this wine nicely captures its distinctive elements. A vein of iron, a 
foundation of earth and stem, a tight, focused core of blackberry fruit 
are all in play. Excellent concentration and balance are indications 
that future development will prove beneficial. February 2022 

[92] James Suckling 
Dried strawberries with sliced oranges on the nose, following through  
to a medium body with fine tannins and lively acidity. Unfiltered. 
Drink or hold. April 2022

[92] Vinous
Deep garnet. Cherry, blackberry, licorice, vanilla and a smoky mineral  
quality on the pungent nose. Bitter cherry, fruitcake, cola and savory 
herb flavors slowly take a sweeter turn through the back half. Finishes  
very long and chewy, with youthfully gripping tannins and a repeating  
cherry note. February 2022

[89] Burghound 
Ripe and fresh aromas include those of poached plum, dark raspberry,  
anise and a whiff of briar. There is both fine volume and solid mid- 
palate concentration to the nicely delineated middle weight flavors 
that aren’t quite as refined on the dusty, chalky and youthfully austere 
finale where a touch of bitter pit fruit character slowly emerges. June 2022

J. Christopher Pinot Noir,  
Kolb Vineyard, Dundee Hills 2018

[94] Wine Enthusiast 
Pommard clone fruit from a three-acre vineyard brings a lush palate 
of strawberry, blood orange and Bing cherry fruit, amplified with 
bright acids. This is a new cuvée for J. Christopher and one hopes 
it’ll become a mainstay. The lightness and subtlety bring layers of 
detail as it slowly unwinds through the lingering finish. Tea, citrus oil 
and sassafras trail out gracefully. February 2022 

[92] Vinous
Bright ruby-red. An expressive bouquet evokes ripe red fruit, incense 
and candied violet, and a building mineral flourish adds energetic lift. 
Silky, seamless and appealingly sweet, offering juicy raspberry, cherry 
cola and floral pastille flavors; a spicy nuance develops with aeration. 
Finishes subtly tannic and with very good tenacity, leaving an echo of 
sappy red fruit behind. All Pommard clone. February 2022

[88] Burghound 
A pretty and relatively high-toned nose offers up notes of various 
red berries that include a hint of cranberry, raspberry and strawberry. 
The delicious, intense and delineated middle weight flavors possess a 
nicely refined texture while delivering reasonable length on the dusty, 
youthfully austere and slightly lean finish. This is pretty enough but 
the balance isn’t as well dialed in as the best in the range. June 2022

J. Christopher Pinot Noir, Estate Vineyard,  
Single Barrel Selection Block 5,  

Chehalem Mountains 2018
[92] Wine Enthusiast 
Single-block, single-barrel selections must truly stand on their own 
as complete wines, which is a challenge. Here the component flavors 
may justify the designation, propelled by lush black-cherry fruit that 
almost reaches into cassis territory. Thick, ripe tannins provide the 
sturdy frame. Although the immediate flavor impact of bacon and 
charred wood highlights from (presumably) new oak is felt strongly, 
more bottle age may amend that. February 2022 


